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Cultural Significance of
Edouard Manet

“It has always been my ambition not to remain the same, not to repeat the next y
day what | had made the day before, to constantly be inspired by something
new, to register a new note.”

Manet was born into a comfortable life in Paris. He studied the work of the art masters by
traveling abroad. Only two of his works (one being Jeanne (Spring)) were ever accepted into the
prestigious Paris Salon. This was due to Manet’s radical take on art. He was constantly accused of A
violating the conventions of color and technique. He challenged the past in order to create new )
techniques, gaining high esteem from his young contemporaries like the Impressionists, even being
named the ‘founding father’ of modern art. He never allowed himself to be constrained by the traditions =
of his time. This allowed him to create works like Jeanne (Spring); works bursting with the color and life Jeanne (Spring), Edouard Manet, 1881,

they capture. oil on canvas, 74 cm x 51.5 cm

Manet often paired women and flowers in his portraits. He seamlessly blended colors in both the
surroundings and in the subject. Jeanne (Spring), a portrait of the successful young actress Jeanne Demarsy,
presents a young woman to embody the season itself. Manet created two other portraits featuring woman as
seasons; summer and autumn. However, the relationship between women and flowers goes beyond feminine
beauty. It shows how Manet arranged his portraits like still-lifes in order to capture life as he saw it. He was able to
use a genre that seemed limited to create vibrant and beautiful pieces.

Stevens, Maryanne. “Manet: Portraying Life. Themes and Variation.” Manet: Portraying Life. New York: Henry N. Abrams, Inc., 2012.
Lehmbeck, Leah, “L’Esprit de I'atelier’: Manet's Late Portraits of Women, 1878-1883.” Manet: Portraying Life. New York: Henry N. Abrams, Inc., 2012.
Lehmbeck, Leah and Maryanne Stevens. “Catalogue Entries.” Manet: Portraying Life. New York: Henry N. Abrams, Inc., 2012.
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Comparing & Contrasting

Similarities

Floral Imagery: Both my work and Manet’s
heavily feature flowers. My work was
directly inspired by the way Manet
incorporated flowers into is work. The
colors are bright and eye catching.

Feminine Subject: A female subject is the
main feature of both works. Once again, the
way Manet uses flowers to highlight
feminien beauty was an inspiration for my
piece.

Composition: The subject is placed directly
in the center of the canvas with other details
added around to create movement.

Colors: The colors in both works are bright
and lively. Even in the background of
Manet’s painting, where the main color is
green, there is still variety. Similar to my
piece, which is monochrome, there is still a
variety of different hues in the painting.,

Jeanne (Spring) by Manet vs. personal work

Differences

Artistic Style: This particular work by Manet
has much more detail in the subject then
some of his other works. The woman is
realistically painted. However, my work is
completely stylized.

Lines: The edges of the subject in Manet’s
painting are not obvious. My subject is
clearly lined, while following to monochrome
theme.

Saturation and Value: Manet uses less
saturated, more pastel colors in this
painting. The colors in my work are highly
saturated and bright. | only used shades of
pink and red, unlike Manet.

Jeanne (Spring), Edouard
Manet, 1881, oil on canvas, 74
cmx 51.5cm

Composition: Manet’'s work is much more
detailed and dynamic than mine. My work is
illustration based, resulting in a more
2-dimensional feel.

Seeing Red, Dareion Wertz, 2020,
watercolor on paper, 30 cm x 23 cm

I Potts, Timothy. The Radical Artistic Vision of Manet’s Jeanne (Spring). The Iris, 24 November, 2014,
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